ITAALIA/ Italy

· The ice cream cone is an Italian invention.

·  Eyeglasses are an Italian invention. 

· With almost 40 million visitors, Italy is the fourth most visited country in the world. 

· Italy`s national dish is pasta. The average Italian cunsumes 25 kg of pasta a year. 

· The colours of the Italian flag represent three virtues: hope (green), faith (white), and charity (red).
· Parmesan cheese originated in the area around Parma, Italy. Italians also created many other cheeses, including gorgonzola, mozzarella, provolone, and ricotta. No one knows when the pizza was invented, but the people of Naples made it populaar.

· Most of Italy’s natural flora and fauna has disappeared due to centuries of cultivation. Most of its natural wildlife has also disappeared due to over-hunting

· No other country in Europe has as many volcanoes as Italy. This is because the Italian peninsula stands on a fault line. Three major volcanoes (Etna, Stromboli, and Vesuvius) have erupted in the last hundred years

· The world’s first operas were composed in Italy at the end of the sixteenth century.

HOLLAND/ Neatherland

· Holland has the highest museum density in the world, with almost 1000 museums.  The Van Gogh Museum and the Kröller-Müller Museum of Holland house the largest Van Gogh collections in the world. 

· Hollanders usually have a bunch of flowers in their living rooms.
· The landscape of Holland is dotted with windmills, which have become its hallmark.
· The country has over 4,400 km of navigable rivers, canals and lakes. 

· The kapital of Neatherland is Amsterdam.  There are no more bridges than any other city in the world.

· Neatherland`s national flowers are tulips.

LUKSEMBURG/ Luxembourg

· Luxembourg is a small landlocked country, located in Western Europe

· It is one of the smallest countries in Europe as well as the world.

· Victor Hugo, the renowned French writer, stayed in Luxembourg in a picturesque town that lies close to the German border. The house where he lived has now been turned into a museum, which is very popular among the French and Dutch tourists. 

· The national flower is rose.

· The national bird is Goldcrest (Regulus regulus)

ŠVEITS/ Switzerland
· The national flower is Edelweiss.

Alpi jänesekäppa kohtab sageli kiviktaimlates. Seda tuntakse ka kui eedelveissi. Rahvustaim on ta Ššveitsis ja Austrias.

· Pindala: 41 288 km2

· Rahvaarv: 7 277 000

· Pealinn: Bern

· Rahaühik: šveitsi frank 

· Keeled: saksa, prantsuse, itaalia ja retoromaani (riigikeeled)

· Seal suhtutakse väga hoolitsevalt oma imelisse loodusse- seepärast ei lubata riigi teedele välismaa veoautosi

· Kõrgemad mäed: Dufourspitze ( 4634 m.) Dom  (4554 m.) Weisshorn (4512 m)

· Umbes 48% šveitslastest on katoliiklased ning 44% protestandid. 
BELGIA/ Belgium

· Europe`s tallest man is Belgian (Alain Delaunois, 2m30).

· Belgian painters are credited to have invented oil painting in the 15th century.

· The saxophone was invited in the early 1840`s by Adolphe Sax in Dinant.

· The national bird is Common Kestrel (falco tinnunculus)

SLOVEENIA / Slovenia

· The national flower is Carnation.

Turismialased vaatamisväärsused on kuulsad Postonja koopad, kus on stalaktiidid ja stalagmiidid. Kirjad koopa seintel annavad tunnistust, et esimesed turistid olid kohal juba 1213. aastal. 

Sloveenia on Vahemereriik, kuigi teda ühendab sellega vaid loetud kilomeetrid rannariba sinise mere ja üle lahe paistva Itaaliaga. Vahemere ääres olles tasub proovida mereande - kalmaarid ja väikesed kaheksajalad veinis keedetuna on heaks palaks Sloveenia veini kõrvale. 

Sloveenias kasvab mitu meie kliimas haruldast puuliiki (plaatan, viigipuu, pöök, mägimänd). Põldudel oli näha kasvamas maisi, viinamarju, humalat. Vaid Vahemere ääres oli näha sirgumas müstilisi küpresse, ka kirikutornidena taevasse kõrgusid. 

Eestit tundub Sloveeniaga ühendavat meie rahvuslind suitsupääsuke, kes ilutseb 2tolarisel mündil. Küsisin Sloveenia pangast ja Sloveenia numismaatikute ühingust, miks just see lind on rahale valitud. Sain teada, et Sloveenias on suitsupääsuke väga levinud ja armastatud lind ning üldteada on ka vanasõna: “Ühe suitsupääsukese nägemine ei tähenda veel, et kevad on kohal.”

